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EDUCATION

OccuLTISM

| NTRODUCTION

Occultismrefersto aconcentra-
tion on pagan/heathen beliefs and
superstitions and subjects such as
hypnotism, mind power, astrology,
divination (fortune telling), extra-
sensory perception and amultitude
of similar topics. Such topics have
traditionally been regarded by West-
erners as of doubtful intellectua
responsibility. However, since the
1970s occult ideas have gradually
dispersed themselves throughout
Western culture. In education occult
ideas are presented as aternative
learning methods. In the past these
methods were mainly restricted to
variousextracurricular learning and
motivational courses, but they are
now establishing themselvesasac-
ceptable classroom practice.

OccuLT ELEMENTSIN

ALTERNATIVE L EARNING

METHODS

The occult elements in alternative
learning methods are mystical and magi-
cal techniques such as Eastern meditation,
eg. yoga and transcendental meditation
(TM), occult visualisation (also called

“THE PURPOSE OF EDUCATION IN
OUR SCHOOLS IS TO CHANGE THE
THOUGHTS, FEELINGS AND ACTIONS
oF STUDENTS.” (PROF BENJAMIN
BLoom, cALLED ‘THE FATHER OF

Outcome BAsED EbucaTioN.”)
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stance to his psy-
chological theories.
The use of occult
techniques in edu-
cation are therefore
in line with the
present psychologi-
cal thrust in educa
tional theory which
has relegated
knowledge transfer and character forma-
tion to minor positions and instead empha-
sises holistic, harmonious development,
and popular psychotherapeutic exercises
are regarded as a means to such develop-
ment. Such exercises, it is claimed, help
children to achieve a balance between in-
tellectual and affective, conscious and un-
conscious, verbal and nonverbal, and
among physical, emotional, mental and
spiritual processes, which will in turn re-
lieve stress and boost self esteem, belief
in own abilities and achievement. Thein-
tention to help children is laudable, but
the use of occult techniquesis, to say the
least, questionable.

Eastern meditation requires an empty,
passive mind which means that the mind's
rational, critical facultiesareinactive. Such
a state of mind usually results in an al-
tered state of consciousness. Altered states

creative of con-
visudlisa- N[«gqycation is thus a most powerful ally of Hu- || S¢'OUs-
tion, . . . ness are
guided manism and every...public school is a school of an essen-
imagery, Humgnism. What can the theistic Sunday schoqls, tial part of
path - [[meeting for an hour once a week, and teaching || pagan/
woking or || only a fraction of the children, do to stem the || heathen
shamanic || tide of a five-day program of humanistic teach- || religious
visualisa- 1ling.” (CF Potter, Humanism, A New Religion, 1930 || rituals
tion) and || as quoted in Johanna Michaelsen, Like Lambs to || and the
the stimu- || the Slaughter, Harvest House Publishers, 1989:17) || @m IS in-
lation of sight into
supposed and inte-

energy points in the body. Occult tech-
niques are well established in psycho-
therapy due to the Swiss psychiatrist Carl
Jung (1875-1965) who admitted that East-
ern and ancient Gnostic ideas gave sub-

gral union with the divine and spiritual
world. Even if the pagan spiritual end is
denied, an altered states of consciousness

Continued on page 6
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Redaksioneel/Editorial

A Look
Back & AHEAD

Once again we stand at the close of yet
another year and as we look back over the
year 2000 we can only be very thankful to
our Lord, Jesus Christ, for Hisblessingsand
guidance so generoudly poured out on this
ministry. Your support is aso highly appre-
ciated. At times we certainly experienced
some difficult times when we redlly had to
scrape the barrel, but then again this might
have been the Lord’s way of showing usto
keep our eyes on Him and not lose faith in
what He called usto do—reach out to those
who are deceived by the cults—the more
prominent ones being Jehovah's Witnesses
and the International Churches of Christ.
Many people were hel ped with information
about a variety of cults. Dr Rienie Venter
counsdlled anumber of cult members, some
of them successfully. We just continue to
receivelettersfrom all over expressing peo-
ple'sr appreciation for what KIES/CIEC is
doing and praying for thisministry. Thefew
radio talks we featured in were well-re-
ceived and resulted in inquiries of adiverse
nature. It isinteresting to note how the L ord
is pointing us in other directions as well:
The heresy that is slowly creeping into the
church and the occult that more and more
of our youth aregetting involved with. Harry
Potter, Pokémon, the coming Digimon and
other things shall most certainly receive at-
tention in the new year.

The Lord aso poured out His blessings
on us as a family. Our son-in-law (a chef)
who has been in out of jobs has now found
ajob with a very large concern as their in-
house chef. This experience has certainly
brought them closer to God as afamily, for
which we are so thankful. Our own son is
now inthelast month or so of hisfinal prac-
tical exposure with agroup of medical clin-
ics as their in-house clinica engineer and
will be officidly appointed in that position
onJanuary 1. TheLord hascertainly showed
us that those who rely on Him will not be
disappointed. Through all this we really
experienced that He has His own time ta-
ble.

And so we have to consider the year
2001.
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| take this opportunity of wishing you a
most blessed year, with lots of opportuni-
ties to reach out to lost and seeking souls.
As we enter the holiday season, whatever
your view of Christmasmay be, may wetruly
remember that God the Father at some stage
in time past, reached out His hand of love
to a lost world to send His only-begotten
and unique Son, Jesus Christ to be born of a
virgin, to suffer and die for each and every
person on this earth so that we can have
salvation in His name. Let us specifically
regjoice in His resurrection and show to the
world that we worship a living Redeemer
and that we are ready for His return every
moment of the New Year!

HAPPENINGS:

The mgjor happening to look forward
to in 2001 is our annual cult awareness
camp. This will mainly be in Afrikaans
again and being our fifth promises to be a
great event. The dates: 10-12 August!
Please help now with the promotion of this
not-to-be-missed event.

We have aso thought that it became
timefor usto present some weekend courses
invariouscentersin our country and thefol-
lowing centers have been earmarked:

*  George: 23-25 February.

*  Bloemfontein: 4-6 May.

*  Klerksdorp: 8-10 June.

*  Upington: 14-16 September.
*  Nelspruit: 26-28 October.

People in these areas who are willing
to help with the finding of venues and the
organizing and marketing of these events
are welcome to contact me.

M ALAWI PROJECT:

We were approached by the Secretary
General of the Presbyterian Church in Ma
lawi to go there and equip pastorsand church
members how to more specifically deal with
the Jehovah's Witnesses. This cult is flood-
ing the country and causing great concern
for the churches.

To dowheat isheeded to require approxi-
mately R30,000.00. We wrote to the 1200
NGK congregations in SA but so far very
few responded and we are far short of this
target. Please pray for guidance so that we
will do the right things and for the financ-
ing of this project!
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REQUEST FOR BIBLES
We are alocal ministry and we over-
see 162 churches in Maawi and Mozam-
bique countries and work is growing.
During our gospel outreach we found
that the mgjor problem in the most remot-
est areasis lacky of native bibles—people
have no bibles to condcut their main Sun-
day service.
Thenativebibleissold at RSA R20.14
and be bought from:
Malawi Bible Society
P O Box 740
Blantyre
I will be so grateful if you will be able
to help us, even to buy one or two native
Chichewa bibles. You can send the funds
to our forwarding agent or send a bank
draft direct to us.
Our agent is:
Sister Anna Gerber
Buffelsfontein KK5
17" Avenue
Waimel
Port Elizabeth
6070
M Bimbu
Christian Resource Ministries
P O Box 60083
NDIRANDE
Blantyre
Malawi
“A Ministry based on: Child Evange-
lism; Witnessing Christ among Muslims;
Gospel Outreach Ministry to the most Re-
motest Areas; Spiritual and Gospel Litera-
ture Distribution.”
If you can help with bibles or funds
please do so directly.
Ed

ON FIRE:

Thisisto keep in touch, explore ways
and strategies on how we can servein close
partnership with you.

| am aborn-again ordained Pastor. We
serve the Indigenous Presbyterian Church
in Blantyre with over 850 members. Our
vision and goals are in obedience to the
Great Commission to reach the poor
unreached, persecuted and oppressed for
Jesus Christ.

We are on fire for radica revival, in-
tercession and raising God’s Army in Ma-
lawi and neighbouring states in Africa.
Some of our needs for urgent prayer are
Gospel literature, audios, videos, books
and Bibles.

Our account #1417258, Ginnery Cor-
ner Branch, Commercial Bank of Malawi,
Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Maawi.

Be assured of our prayers and support.

Humpfreys F. Zgambo
P O Bag 477
CHICHIRI

Blantyre 3

Malawi

Fax: +(265)-62-3193

We will forward some literature which
you may copy freely. Your name has also
been added to our mailing list so you will
receive this newsletter regularly.

Ed

REQUEST FROM PRISON
| am a Christian but not a pastor or
reverend but a study leader in religious
inside the prison. | do have some certifi-
cates, these certificates | founded them on
correspondence courses. In am also a
church-goer (every Sunday).
| amvery actively on spiritual and bib-
lical truth as| want to seethelight. | would
like you to help with anything that based
on the bible. | am the messenger now |
want to perform my duty before it is too
late, as the wise servant. Please you can
send me some copies or any free corre-
spondence course based on bible only. |
hate only some who speak evil of things
that he or she do not understand/knew, the
thing isinside your heart. | am saying be-
cause dl thisit is written. | am a prisoner
in flesh but not spiritually. | don't know
whether my God is testing for me my sal-
vation but | know he loves me. I've say
“Yes’ to Jesus Christ and “no” to sin. | am
the diligent seeker and believer of God's
word.
PZ Joko 98499045
Dept of Correctional Services
Groenpunt Max Prison (P.2)
Private Bag X060
VEREENIGING
1930
I will bewriting to you personally and
have forwarded a copy of your letter to
someone who will make contact regarding
the bible based correspondence course.
Ed

REQUEST FOR |NFORMATION

| saw your ad in a“Today” magazine.

| counsel girls in a Crisis Pregnancy
Centre and many of them are New/Old
Apostlic etc.

What are their beliefs on abortion,
sanctity of life, etc. do you have any info
that can help?

Jaqui Brill, Uitenhage

We are forwarding some information.
Unfortunaly it is at this time only avail-
able in Afrikaans, which we trust will not
be a problem.

We are not sure what viewpoints the
New and Old Apostolic churches have on
the sanctity of life and abortion. | have
approached someone a the SAPD who is
researching therape and related criseswho
will try and find out more about these ques-
tions.

Ed

M OENIE STRAND NIE!

Duisendedankiesvir dieinsiggewende
artikels wat ek so gereeld van u ontvang.
Ek sal nie wil hé dat KIES moet strand
nie, aangesien die artikels vir my van
onskatbare waarde is. Dit verruim en
verryk my geestelike lewe en voer my
telkens na die Bybel.

Mense kom namy toe om hulp en raad
en ek kan hulle oortuigend help met die
waardevolle inligting uit Sentinel, wat ek
van u ontvang.

Dit het my geloof versterk in God. Ek
kyk nou met ander o& namy eggenoot, wat
vasgevang isin die Jehowa Getuieskultus.
Ek glo vas dat God hom daar sal verlos,
want by Hom is niks onmoontlik nie.

Ek sal maandeliks ‘n bydrae maak
d.m.v., ‘n stoporder.

Hou vol met die goeie werk!

Gods rykste seén op u arbeid.
Lydia
Komaggas

Dankie vir die mooi en bemoedigende
woorde. Ons bid verseker vir jou en dat
jou man sal loskom uit die Wagtoring-
greep.

Ed

A WonDperrFuL Jos!

You are doing awonderful job. | wish
you to succeed any time in this.

I’ve read about all those sects and |
was terrified.

In my country, Romania, wedon't have
so many because the orthodox church is
very strong. However, after the revolution
of 1989, when the communism was
stopped, some occidental sects came here
and many poor people (especialy Gipsy)
have entered inside because they use to
give money to new adepts! But thisis not
respresentative of us!

The articles about Freemasonry are
very interesting.

I would like to read more about Gno-
sis. Do you know some sites?

Thank you again. | really appreciate
what you did for me.

God bless you
Sincerely
Tamara

(Jewel!'!! 1f you can helpwih thegno-

sisrequest, please E-mail me for her ad)
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CONFRONTATION AND

CHALLENGE

Over thelast few monthswe took note
of various controversial statements by
some theologians that in essence pose a
fresh challenge to the faith of Christians.
What these theol ogians said was scooped
up by the media for its sensational value.
Thewords of those theol ogianswho spoke
out against it did not receive the same
prominence and we can only surmise that
it was because it lacked the same kind of
sensation—after all, sensation sellsnews-
papers and magazines. The following are
not new, however, in modern times with
SO many new ideas, inventions and new
discoveries they may very well be the
straw that breaks the weak faith of the
wavering believer. These concepts, usu-
ally phrased as doubt-inducing questions®
are:

* Who is the historical Jesus?

* Was Jesusreally raised from the dead?

*  Did Jesus really say what is recorded
in the Bible?

* |sthe Bible theinfallible word of God
or isit only arecord of how peoplein
those days experienced the things that
occurred?

These pose a direct challenge to what
believers have always confessed since the
apostles: Belief intheresurrection and the
Bible as the infallible Word of God. But
alas what do we find? When the paths of
most Christians are crossed by cult mem-
bers and they try to defend the faith they
grope in vain at those vaguely remem-
bered verses they may have once learned
in catechism. Their arguments are then
normally so easily countered by these cult
members. Then it becomes so easy for
those Christiansto fall for the well-struc-
tured arguments of the cult members who
seem to know the Bible so well. The re-
sult is that the Christian’s confession at
confirmation or whatever is so easily for-
gotten and with a few simple words he
“resigns’ from his present church to join
the cult. In the light of these confusing
statements that came from within the
church what is the Christian supposed to
do?

UNITY IN THE Bopy:

“For as the body is one and has many
members, but all the members of that one

1 Notice how Satan questioned thetruth of God'sword when hetempted Evein the Garden, in exactly the same way as these modern theol ogians question God.
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body, being many, are one body, so asois
Christ. For by one Spirit we were al bap-
tized into one body— whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have
all been made to drink into one Spirit. For
in fact the body is not one member but
many. If thefoot should say, ‘Becausel am
not ahand, | am not of thebody,’ isit there-
fore not of the body? And if the ear should
say, ‘Because | am not an eye, | am not of
thebody,” isit therefore not of the body? I
the whole body were an eye, where would
be the hearing? If the whole were hearing,
wherewould bethe smelling? But now God
has set the members, each one of them, in
the body just as He pleased. And if they
were all onemember, wherewould the body
be? But now indeed there are many mem-
bers, yet one body. And the eye cannot say
to the hand, ‘I have no need of you'; nor
again the head to the feet, ‘| have no need
of you.” No, much rather, those members
of the body which seem to be weaker are
necessary. And those members of the body
which we think to be less honorable, on
these we bestow greater honor; and our
unpresentable parts have greater modesty,
but our presentable parts have no need. But
God composed the body, having given
greater honor to that part which lacks it,
that there should be no schism in the body,
but that the members should have the same
care for one another. And if one member
suffers, all the members suffer with it; or
if one member is honored, all the mem-
bers rejoice with it. Now you are the body
of Christ, and members individually.
(1 Cor 12:12-27, NKJV)

There is a lesson to learn from this
Scripture. Do we really function like the
Body of Christ? Do wereally show sincere
interest and concern for our brothers and
sisters? Do we really and earnestly pray
for them?Itisonly whenwearetruly united
that we will be truly blessed.
THE"|-cuLT”

But alas—what do find in this day and
age? To most people the person he is so
concerned about is himself. As long as |
am OK then let the other one look after
himself. Is this not the old deception of
Satan; “man will become as gods’? With
all the modern technology at our disposal
and promises of many more astounding in-
ventions and developments in the many

different areas of every day life, man
stands on the frontier of becoming more
of aforce to be reckoned with. Amidst all
these technological advances man truly
believes that he has become his own sav-
iour. Yet despite these mind boggling in-
ventions there till are a great many peo-
ple onthis planet who do not havethe bare
essentials to make a humane living.
Caught between these two worlds we find
those who are trying to bring a Gospel of
hope. On the one side there are those in
the modern world who live under the false
hope that they have made it who find it
very difficult to believe that the Saviour
wasborninto thisworld some2 000years
ago in a stable. In stark contrast to this
there are those who would rather die be-
cause it is so very difficult to continue to
exist that they cannot accept this message
of hope that is contained in a Child who
becameaMan only to diealonely despised
death on a cross. With death everywhere
around them how can there be hope in a
resurrected Christ unless something is
done about their material needs?

THE CHALLENGE!

Amidst these two diverging worlds
the faith of Christians is not only chal-
lenged by the New Age philosophy and
the many cults but even from within the
body. Not only do we find the subtle in-
filtration of the occult in the Church but
the very foundation of the Christian faith
ischallenged from within. Christianswill
have to ask themselves what do they re-
ally believe about:

* Jesus Christ;

His death on the cross;

His resurrection;

His ascension to heaven;

His second coming;

Life after death;

God'’s grace against works;

The Bible

Questions concerning the above were
the very things that started the Reforma-
tion when Martin Luther nailed his 95
Theses on the church doorsin Wittenberg
on 31 October 1517.

But now certain modern theologians
say, “Not only isthe Bible not so straight
forward, but it was written by people who
only wrote down what they saw and heard
intheir time. The New Testament was writ-
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ten so long after the events we cannot be
sure that the things really happened as re-
corded. It is highly unlikely that Jesus re-
ally performed the miracles that are re-
corded. He did not rise from the dead, but
Hisbody wasmost probably left onthe cross
for wild animals. So, to really understand
Scripture we need someone to interpret it
for us—the priest! The church has the sole
insight and right to do that.” What happened
to: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in My name, He will
teach you al things, and bring to your re-
membrance al things that | said to you.
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has
come, He will guide you into al truth...”?
(John 14:26; 16:13, NKJV) TheBible con-
tains may good moral lessons the many dif-
ferent scribes give us and a person can only
benefit by following these lessons—the life
of Jesus being the perfect example to fol-
low. What must we make of the following:
“knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scriptureisof any privateinterpretation, for
prophecy never came by the will of man,
but holy men of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.” ?(2 Peter 1:20,
NKJV) Or, “God, who at various times and
in various ways spoke in time past to the
fathersby the prophets, hasintheselast days
spoken to us by His Son...”? (Heb 1:1-2,
NKJV)

If these theologians are right then God
is misleading us. Then He did not speak
through His Son and neither does He do so
today through His Holy Spirit or Hisword.
Then the Bible cannot be trusted and only
becomes another one of the many ancient
writings of wisdom. Then we can aso not
believe, “All Scripture is given by inspira
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instructionin
righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.” (2 Tim 3:16-17, NKJV) And
s0 one of the foundation stones of the Ref-
ormation is removed: Sola Scriptura —
Scripture Alone!

SoLA CHRISTI:

Before we can briefly look at Christ
Alone let us establish a foundation first.
“[Christ] Who committed no sin, Nor was
deceit found in Hismouth.” (1 Peter 2:22,
NKJV) This Jesuswho could not lie said: “I
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me.”
(John 14:6, NKJV) According to Him not
ALL ROADS lead to God! This was ac-
cepted by the writer of the book of Acts:
“Nor istheresalvationin any other, for there
isno other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.”
(Acts 4:12, NKJV) This same Jesus said of
Hisresurrection: “’ Destroy thistemple, and
in three days | will raise it up.” Then the
Jews said, ‘It has taken forty-six years to
build this temple, and will You raise it up

in three days? But He was speaking of the
temple of Hisbody. Therefore, when Hehad
risen from the dead, His disciples remem-
bered that He had said this to them; and
they believed the Scripture and the word
which Jesus had said.” (John 2:19-22,
NKJV) This awesome statement only be-
came clear to them when none other than
the risen Christ connected the prophecies
of the Old Testament with what happened
and of which they were witnesses.
(Luke 24:13-49)

Paul gets to the heart of the Gospel in
1 Cor 15:1-8: “Moreover, brethren, | de-
clare to you the gospel which | preached to
you, which also you received and in which
you stand, by which also you are saved, if
you hold fast that word which | preached to
you—unlessyou believed in vain. For | de-
livered to you first of dl that which | also
received: that Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures, and that He was
buried, and that He rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures, and that Hewas
seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After
that Hewas seen by over fivehundred breth-
ren a once, of whom the greater part re-
main to the present, but some have falen
asleep. After that He was seen by James,
then by al the apostles. Then last of al He
was seen by me also, as by one born out of
duetime.” (1 Cor 15:1-8, NKJV) Notehow
Paul relies on an Old Testament require-
ment, onthewords of two or threewitnesses
acaeisjudtified. Thenin verse 9 herefers
to what happened to himself on the Damas-
cus road. His encounter with the risen Je-
sus turns him from ardent persecutor (Saul)
to passionate preacher (Paul) of this new
gospel. (Acts 9 and further) Now he fears
not even the devil. The inhuman torture of
the Romans with their lions, wild animals
and gladiators did not stop him, the other
apostlesand believersof thisfaith. Not even
the inquisition of the medieval times of the
Roman Catholic system with their white-
hot tortureirons, boiling tar, torture benches
and fiery stakes could stop those who con-
fessed their faith in this risen Christ, but
they died singing songs of praises to Him
while being consumed by flames. Is it pos-
sible they endured dl of thisin vain? And
what about the many lives that are drasti-
cally changed every day when lost soulsfind
salvation in Jesus name? No wonder we
read: “Now if Christ is preached that He
has been rai sed from the dead, how do some
among you say that there is no resurrection
of the dead? But if there is no resurrection
of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if
Christ is not risen, then our preaching is
empty and your faithisa so empty. Yes, and
we are found false witnesses of God, be-
causewe havetestified of God that Heraised
up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in
fact the dead do not rise. For if the dead do
not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if

Sentinel
Vol 8 No 4
Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you
are till in your sins! Then aso those who
have fallen adeep in Christ have perished.”
(1 Cor 15:12-18, NKJV) Either the Bible
isright or thosewho professthat Jesus' body
was left for wild animals and He did not
rise from the dead but is only the wishful
thinking of afew of His miserable follow-
ers of the time are right. Both cannot be
right! If these peopleareright then even God
is a deceiver because He sent His angels to
be fal se witnesses of the resurrection to the
women and disciples and again forty days
later of Jesus' ascension. (Matt 28:2;
Mark 16:5-7; Luke 24:3-8; Acts 1:10-11)
SoLA GRATIA!

Now we know that whatever the law
says, it saysto those who are under the law,
that every mouth may be stopped, and all
the world may become guilty before God.
Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh
will bejustified in His sight, for by the law
is the knowledge of sin. But now the right-
eousness of God apart from the law is re-
vedled, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets, even the righteousness of God,
through faith in Jesus Christ, to dl and on
al who believe. For there is no difference;
for al have sinned and fall short of theglory
of God, being justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that isin Christ Je-
sus, whom God set forth as a propitiation
by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate
His righteousness, because in His forbear-
ance God had passed over the sinsthat were
previously committed, to demonstrate at the
present time His righteousness, that He
might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus. Where is boasting
then?Itisexcluded. By what law? Of works?
No, but by the law of faith. Therefore we
concludethat amanisjustified by faith apart
from the deeds of thelaw.” (Rom 3:19-28)
“Thereisnonerighteous, no, not one...There
is none who does good, no, not one.”
(Rom 3:10,12) No man can find favour with
God through works, good deeds or some
other ritual. It is so very clear in Paul’s let-
ter to the Ephesians: “For by graceyou have
been saved through faith, and that not of
yoursdlves; itisthegift of God, not of works,
lest anyone should boast.” (Eph 2:8-9)
Faith Alone, indeed!

THe Rock:

Jesus is indeed the Rock over which
many will ssumble and fall. The foundation
stone on which the apostlesbuilt the Church
inthefirst century. We cannot do otherwise,
but continue to build on this Jesus who will
come again, smply because He promised
that He will.

THe QUESTION:

Is it possible that the Church could be
facing aNew Reformation? If so then now
is the time for those who have the gift of

discernment to stand up and take a stand!
*kkkkkkkkkk
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is still contrary to God's will. First, like
drunkennessand drug abuse, it isan attempt
to escape from reality, which God controls,
to a ‘redity’ which the self controls. Sec-
ond, denial of the pagan spiritual aimisfu-
tile- an empty, passive mind cannot
help but be receptiveto spiritua in-
vasion. Eastern or any other pagan
meditation can therefore never be
separated from the undergirding
religious aim, despite the
clam, aso made by certain
Chrigtians, that it can beim-
plemented in a religioudy
neutral manner to relieve
stress and to promote an
unimpeded flow of energy
through body and mind. The
latter ideaisin any case not reli-
giously neutral, but derives from

Eastern pantheism which posits the exist-
ence of auniversal flow of divine, life-giv-
ing energy (called chi in Taoism, ki in Bud-
dhism and prana in Hinduism) and the ex-
istence of energy points (meridians) in the
body which must be stimulated to improve
the flow of energy. This belief undergirds
educational kinesiology (brain gym) which
is recommended as educational method in
Curriculum 2005.

Another occult technique that features
strongly in alternative learning methods is
visualisation. Occult visudisation is not the
ordinary activity of the imagination. There
are two types of occult visualisation. The
first typeis creative visudisation which at-
tempts to effect the achievement of a goal.
The goal is visualised and usudly accom-
panied with affirmations about the self and
own ahilities. The underlying belief is that
of mind power: ‘I can do anything if | think
and believe | can doit.” This type of visu-
alisation is popularly caled positive think-
ing. Philippians 4:13 is often used to sup-
port it, which is of course without any justi-
fication; Paul wasreferring to the power that
the Lord Jesus givesto His followersto en-
dure tribulation and suffering. What posi-
tive thinking comes down to isin fact noth-
ing other than an attempt to magicaly in-
fluence and manipulate reality through
thought and speech.

The other type of occult visualisation
involvesfantasy journeys. In astate of deep
relaxation mental imagery is either allowed
to impose itsdlf arbitrarily on the mind or
constructed in accordance with a proffered
path. The aim of occultists and shamansis
to induce an altered, purportedly higher,
state of consciousness (a mystical experi-
ence) in order to enter the spirit world, to
take command of the spirits and to thereby
attain supernatural, godlike powers.

Classroom fantasy journeys are usually
in accordance with a proffered path and
called guided imagery. The teacher first
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The pupils then follow a script, givenin a
textbook or oneread aoud by the teacher—
there are many scriptsavailableinloca and
imported educational books—which re-
quires the pupils to imagine, among
other things, meetingswith guidesand
situations that induce feelings of
well-being, personal empowerment,
inner unity and/or onenesswith
al thatis. Thisisthe sametech-
nique that occult magicians
(Kabbalists, medieval alche-
mists, Renaissance magicians,
Rosicrucians, Freemasons, etc.)

call visonary magic and which they use
to try to awaken and develop supernatural
powers.

Children are encouraged to draw
mandal as of which the handbook for Grade
7 learners, On Your Own Two Feet, Discov-
ering Life Skills states: “Hang the mandaas
around the classroom. Whenever you feel
sad or doubtful about yourself, look at your
mandala and remind yoursdlf of the beauty
withinyou.” How doesthisrhymewith, “ For
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur-
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, blasphemies.” (Matt 15:19) “For
from within, out of the heart of men, pro-
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blas-
phemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil
things come from within and defile the
man.” (Mark 7:21-23) "For the good that |
would do, | do not; but theevil which| would
not do, that | do. | find then alaw that, when
| would do good, evil is
present with me.” (Rom
7:19,21) “As it is written:
‘There is none righteous,
no, not one; there is none
that understandeth; thereis
none that seeketh after
God. They have al gone
fromtheway; they haveto-
gether become unprofit-
able; there is none that
doeth good, no, not one.’
For al have sinned and
come short of the glory of God...”
(Rom 3:10-12,23) More about mandalas
later.

The occult nature of the techniques that
form the core of aternative learning meth-
odsis concealed in agarb of psychological,
quasi-scientific terminology and, further-
more, attached to scientific findings. How-
ever, no mention is made that a shift has
occurred from scientifically testable hypoth-
eses to untestable conjecture. A top educa

the primary function of education...Building
a new kind of people must be part of the
curriculum.” (John A. Stormer, None Dare
Call it Education, Liberty Bell Press,
1999:xvi). The occult techniques are also
intermingled with commonsense truths.
Such commonsense truths are presented in
up-to-date buzz terminology which creates
theimpression of new and profound insight.

A mixtureof truth and falsehood istypi-
ca of theways of theworld and Satan. The
elements of truth serve to obscure and con-
cedl the false and evil dements and facili-
tate uncritical acceptance of worldly and/or
demonic wares. | personally believe that
many of the propounders of alternative
learning methods have themselves been
deceived by the mixture of truth and false-
hood and believe that these methods will
redlly help children. Parents should there-
forenot approach theteacherswho use these
methodsin an accusing and aggressive man-
ner. Instead, they should point out and ex-
plain the speculative, unscientific nature as
well as the very rea spiritual and psycho-
logical dangers of these methods (discussed
further on in this article). If the teacher isa
Christian, parents should also discuss with
him/her the pagan and occult nature of these
methods.

THE SPECULATIVE, UNSCIENTFIC
NATURE OF ALTERNATIVE

L EARNING METHODS
Scientific support for aternative learn-

ing methods is mainly sought in the left-

right brain theory. Medica research with
brain damaged and split-brain
patientsdid reved that the two
brain hemispheres have differ-
ent, specialised functions.

However, the popular version

that ascribes virtualy unlim-

ited potential to theright hemi-
sphere is pure speculation.

Medical research revealed

only thefollowing:

* The left hemisphere of the

brain controls the right side of

the body and the right hemi-
sphere controls the left side of the body.

* The left hemisphere is specialised for
verbal material while the right hemi-
sphere is specialised for visual-spatia
material.

* Theleft hemisphereis specidised for ana-
Iytic (whole to parts) processing while
the right hemisphere is specialised for
integrative (parts to whole) processing.

Continued on page /
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Thesefindings support only one conclu-
sion regarding teaching and learning, viz.
that verbal instruction should be supple-
mented with visual and concrete materidl.
This is, however, an educational principle
that is in fact a commonsense truth, and it
was recognised and applied long before the
specialised functions of the two brain hemi-
spheres were discovered.

Popular idess, eg. that the left brain is
the seat of hard, cold rationaity while the
right brain is the seat of creativity and wise
intuition, areunwarranted conjectureswhich
one neurological researcher describes as
‘speculative leaps that owe more to imagi-
nation than logic.’

The idea that women are right brain
dominant while men are left brain domi-
nant isalso an idea that does not hold up on
further examination. The following trends
are well documented:

* girls generdly develop language skills
at an earlier age than boys

*  three times more boys than girls experi-
ence reading problems

* adolescents and adult males generally
outperform females on tests of visual-
spatia reasoning

Another pervasive, but wrong, idea is
the classification of left brain-right brain di-

chotomies. This classi-
fication hasno scien-
tific grounding
whatsoever, and it
isin fact in ac-
cordance with the
\\ yin-yang teaching
in the Eastern reli-
gions of Taoism and
Tantrism. According to this teaching the
wholeof redlity dividesinto polar opposites
(male-female, light-dark, good-evil, etc.)
which complement each other and when in-
tegrated form a harmonious whole. The
properties of the yin-pole, viz. intuition,
emotion, creativity, warmth, restfulness,
etc., are ascribed to the right brain and the
properties of the yang-pole, viz. rationdlity,
logic, aggression, etc., are ascribed to the
left brain.

On the basis of the above classification
the claim is made that Westerners rely too
heavily on the left brain and have subse-
quently not used nor developed the right
brain. The remedy to this situation is be-
lieved to liein meditation and visualisation
which, by blanketing out the rational, logi-
cal left brain, will release the vast amount
of intuitive, creative potentia in the right
brain. Thisvast potentia is, however, only
wishful thinking. First, anthropologistshave
found that members of less technologicaly
advanced cultures show greater right brain
activity, i.e. thesepersons’ thought processes
are more visua-spatia than verbal and ana-

lytic. Second, it is
a historic fact that
humanity’s vast
amount of scientific
and technological
knowledgewasdis-
covered in the
Christian West. Itis
thereforeironicthat
pagan religious
techniques are now propagated as being the
secret key to success in the contemporary
scientific and technological society and
economy.

Meditation and visuaisation are, how-
ever, not only regarded as means to better
achievement, They ared so used to deal with
stress. Yogi and occult magicianstestify that
yoga and fantasy journeys induce feelings
of peaceand tranquillity. They feel that they
are transported to ahigher and better world.
It appears therefore that yoga, visualisation
and other meditative techniques can be ex-
perienced as psychologicaly empowering.
There are, however, decisive dangers at-
tached which shall now be discussed.

THE SPIRITUAL AND
PsycHoLocicaL DANGERS OF
ALTERNATIVE L EARNING

METHODS

The first danger of alternative learning
methods is that of demonic contact. Carl
Jung, who popularised visualisation as psy-
chotherapy, recognised that grotesque and
frightening forces may appear and he
warned therefore that visualisation should
not to be done with children. A demon can,
however, aso appear asan angel of light (2
Cor 11:14), and the visionary then believes
he has contacted a benign and wise inner
spiritual guide. Contact with an inner
guide—awisebeing withinwho givesguid-
ance and support—is one of the
aims of practising visualisation in
the classroom. Take heed from the
experience of an ex-new ager: “One
night, whileinthe Ascension Cham-
ber (a specia room in the house),
my spirit roamed some of the far-
thest reaches of ‘ heavenly light' that
| had ever perceived. That night |
had an experience that would
change my life forever. Dur-
ing this experience | was sur-
rounded by a virtually over-
whelming luminosity—it was
as if | was looking straight
into the sun. Waves of bliss
radiated through my spirit. |
was totally captivated by the
power. Suddenly, another force stepped in.
It took meby completesurprise. Inthetwin-
kling of an eye, it was like a supernatura
hand had taken me behind the scenes of the
experience that | was having. | was taken
behind the outer covering of the dazzling
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luminosity and there saw
something that left melit-
eraly shaking for a full
week. What | saw was
the face of devouring
darkness! Behind the
glittering outer facade of
beauty lay a massively
powerful, wildly churning
face of absolute hatred
and unspeakabl e abominations—the face of
demons filled with the power of Satan.”
(Randall A. Baer, Insidethe New Age Night-
mare, Huntington House, Inc., 1989:55)

Scripted fantasy journeysalso carry the
risk of indoctrination, both intentional and
unintentional. Such use of the imagination
isavery powerful way of participating and
affirming thereligioustraditionsand/or life-
styles and values of other people. This dan-
ger isheightened whenroleplay isalso used.
Role play, which is aso rapidly gaining
popularity as learning method and is rec-
ommended in Curriculum 2005, is not an
occult technique, but it isahighly effective
tool for bringing about understanding of and
identification with the values, beliefs and
lifestyles of other people. Once again we
need to take note of what happened in the
USA—they have progressed farther down
the road than we have: “ Behavior modifica-
tionisasignificant part of restructuring our
schools. School children will be trained to
be ‘politicaly correct,” to be unbiased, to
understand diversity, to accept ‘dternative
lifestyles...” (Henry Hyde, Chairman of the
US House of Representatives Judiciary
Committeeasquotedin Sormer:xvi) Aspart
of the experientia children are encouraged
to research other cultures, even partake—
roleplay—other cultural acitivities. Therain
dance serves as an example. This process
decreases or desensitizes children for the
cultural values they are brought up with.
Bear in mind that culture includes al
those things handed down from genera

tion to generation, religion being
one important aspect.

A return to superstition

and irrationality is another

risk. Superdtitions such asthe

stimulation of imaginary energy

points may appear innocent, but su-

pertition leads ultimately to alife of

fear. History shows clearly that su-

perstitious cultures are characterised

by darkness and fear.

Another danger is that meditation and
visudisation encourage psychological escap-
ism and ultimately schizophrenia. Psycho-
logical escapism is actively taught. There
are various fantasy scripts in educational
books that require children to construct a
safe imaginary place to which they are to
escape for solace in times of unhappiness
and stress. This is highly irresponsible;

Continued on page 8
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when faced with acute emotional traumathe
person, as child or asadult, canlosedl con-
tact with reality and retreat wholly into his/
her own fantasy world, in other words the
person becomes schizophrenic.

The ability to distinguish between real-
ity and fantasy must be learnt. Young chil-
dren have trouble in separating redlity from
what goesoninsidetheir heads. Young chil-
dren believe that their thoughts can influ-
ence the externa world. The propagation
of positive thinking serves therefore to fix-
ate people on the immature cognitive level
of very young children, and the concomi-
tant inability to clearly differentiate between
thought and redlity also renders people vul-
nerable to schizophrenia.

Even yogis and occult magicians warn
that meditation and visualisation are risky
practices which may precipitate mental de-
rangement. Jung writes in his autobiogra-
phy that there were many timesthat hisfan-
tasy journeys brought him to the brink of
insanity and that he had to force his mind
back to rationality and sanity.

Delusions of grandeur and the develop-
ment of a narcissistic, self-glorifying per-
sonality is another psychological pitfall of
visualisation. Many visualisation exercises
recommended for the classroom promote a
concentrated focus on the salf and own abili-
ties and inner power and wisdom. The pri-
mary purpose of positivethinking isthe pro-
motion of self esteem which is regarded as
the key to achievement and emotional sta-
bility. The unpleasant truth, however, isthat
it encourages pride and arrogant exdtation
of strengths, talents and abilities. A major
theme of the Bible is the inordinate danger
of human pride. The Bible gives a multi-
tude of examples—thetower of Babel, Phar-
aoh’s insolent presumption of his own
strength, the Israglite kings' presump-
tuousrelianceon their own mili-
tary power and that of po-
litica dlies, the parable
of the prosperous
farmer whose feel-
ings of omnipo-
tence overlooked
his own mortality,
and many more—
that illustrate that
the cause of self-
promotion can ulti-
mately function asthe
instrument of personal
collapse.

Positive thinking aimed
at the self is ultimately a philoso-
phy of despair. Its facile optimism gives no
comfort to tormented souls and it includes
no efficacious provision for the forgiveness
of sins. It causes unnecessary anguish and
guilt becauseit implicitly teachesthat one’s
negative thoughts have contributed to one's
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own or another person’'s
setbacks in life. It aso
leads people to unredis-
tic, inflated self-expecta
tions and ultimately des-
perate disappointment
when the person discov-
ers that he/she is not as
talented and capable as
he/she thinks.

Positive thinking can
also blunt and subvert
moral consciencetowards

lotus circle. [The] four
circles, symbolising
enligthenment, which
the meditating person
must gain, before he
can enter the illumi-
nated palace [are], fire
of wisdom: the outer-
most circle consists of
purifying fire; varja
circle thediamondcir-
cle expresses stregth
and fearlessness;

b ke
tomian
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other peopl€'s problems.
Teaching a child whose mother is dying of
cancer or achildwhoisphysically and men-
tally abused or a child who works so very
hard yet stills fails to achieve high marks
that his’her thoughts can change things is
cruel and immoral. Such children need redl
support in their real suffering, not a (false)
belief in the magical efficacy of thought.
THE MANDALA

Themandaaisasymmetrical figureand
is described by Tibetan Buddhism as, “an
imaginary palace that is used during medi-
tation. Each object in the palace has sig-
nificance, representing some aspect of wis-
dom or reminding the meditator of some
guiding principle. Tradition (culture!) dic-
tates the shapes, sizes and colors of these
objects.”

“Mandala is Sanskrit for circle, poly-

tombs: there are eight
tombs, which symbolise the eight states of
consciousness (seeing, hearing, tasting,
smelling, the body, thinking, the I, and ba
Sic consciousness), which a person must go
beyond; lotus circle: expresses the open
state of devotion, that is necessary to enter
the palace.

“Mandalasare used for initiation, medi-
tation and rites of magical character to bring
the practitioner into amystical union with a
chosen deity representing Buddhahood and
the absolute.” (Buddhism Art and Faith,
Edited by W Zwalf: 123,133)

Weareasotold that: “Asfor the centre
[of the mandald], that is essence. Asfor the
circumference, that is grasping, thus grasp-
ing the essence. This essence is the ‘heart’
of the Buddha. In his enlightened form, the
Buddha is no longer in this world. As one
of his epithets

gon, community,

connection. [It] isa
symbol of man or
woman in the
world, a support
for the meditat-
ing person. The

Mandala is often

indicates, the

“Never; anywhere in the Holy Bible will you find |l| Buddha is
God giving civil government any authority to rear ||| tathagata, or
or direct the rearing of children...God told par- ||| “ thus-gone,’
ents, not government, to ‘train up’ their children.” |}l and in the ab-
Laura Rogers, Missouri mother and researcher, as quoted in }| sence of his
Berit Kjos, Brave New Schools, Harvest House, 1995:185 physical body,
the mandala

illustrated asapal-
ace with four gates (example), facing the
four corners of the Earth. The Mandala
shown here is connected with the
BuddhaVajrasattva, who sym-
bolisestheoriginal crystal-
line purity. The symbol
of Buddha lives in the
centre, surrounded by
eigth Buddhas for
meditation—sym-
bolic deities: four
maeand four female.
These figures, facing
thecornersof theearth
form together a lotus
blossom with eigth pet-
als, resting on a bed of jew-
els. In the next place are the
wallsof the palacewith gatestoward

the four corners of the earth. The gates are
guarded by four angry doorkeepers. Before
the meditating person arrives at the gates,
he must, however, pass the four outer cir-
cles; the purifying fire of wisdom, the varja
circle, the circle with the eight tombs, the

represents his ‘body of enlightenment.’”
ConcLusioN

As Christians we must protect our chil-
dren from alternative learning methods.
Such methods are not learning methods but
an introduction to pagan religious rituals.
We must teach our children to apply bibli-
ca principlesfor stressrelief and emotional
stability and to cope with their schoolwork.
We must teach them that the true and last-
ing path to stress relief and emotiona sta
bility lies in the biblical command to
prayerfully honour and praise God and to
count one's blessings (1 Thess 5:16-18).
These bring forth both gratitude and coura-
geous acceptance of that which cannot be
changed and lead therefore to true inner
peace. With regard to their schoolwork, we
must teach our children biblical virtues—
responsibility, conscientiousness, persever-
ance, humility and self-discipline. These
virtues cannot guarantee success in our
earthly activities, but they arein accordance
with God's will and are therefore the char-
acter traits that the followers of Christ Je-

sus must strive towards.
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